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ORDINANCE NO. 2022- 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF YANKEETOWN, FLORIDA AMENDING 

THE TOWN CHARTER AND THE TOWN CODE OF ORDINANCES REGARDING 

ELECTIONS; CHANGING THE DATES OF TOWN ELECTIONS; CHANGING 

TERMS OF OFFICE NECESSITATED BY THE CHANGE OF ELECTION DATES; 

ADOPTING ELECTION PROCEDURES BY ORDINANCE; REPEALING PRIOR 

ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS AND POLICY; PROVIDING FOR TERRITORY 

EMBRACED, SEVERABILITY, CODIFICATION, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE 

WHEREAS, the Town of Yankeetown, Florida, (the "Town"), is a municipality 

organized and existing under the laws of the State of Florida; and 

WHEREAS, Section 166.031, Florida Statutes, provides a methodology for Charter 

amendments which would otherwise require a referendum vote; and  

WHEREAS, Section 166.021, Florida Statutes, provides that an amendment 

changing election dates and changing terms of office necessitated by such change may be 

accomplished without a referendum; and 

WHEREAS, the present Town Charter Sec t ion  3  provides that the Town's general 

election shall be held in February each year; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Council has determined that it should change the Town 

election dates to the first Tuesday of April each election year, and to change terms of office 

as necessitated by such change and adopt new election procedures 

WHEREAS, Pursuant to the statutory authority cited above, the Town has determined 

that it is in the best interest of the Town that the date for elections in and for the Town of 

Yankeetown shall be changed and shall henceforth be the first Tuesday in April each year 

or as proposed and recommended by the Levy County Supervisor of Elections. The change 

shall take effect in April of the year 2023, and the terms of any affected electee or incumbent 

shall be modified accordingly, whether resulting in the shortening or extending of an 

otherwise prescribed term of office and the Town Charter shall be amended beginning in 
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January 1, 2023. 

NOW THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Town Council of the Town of 

Yankeetown, Florida, as follows: 

SECTION 1. D A T E  O F  E L E C T I O N .  The Yankeetown Town Charter Section 3 

is hereby amended to delete the text shown as strikethrough and add the following language 

shown as underlined text: 

Town Charter Section 3. The corporate authority of said municipality shall be vested in 

a mayor (elected in even-numbered years) and four (4) councilmembers; a clerk-treasurer; and 

such other officers as may be provided. The said above named officers, except for clerk-

treasurer, shall be elected for a term of two years, and until their successors shall be elected 

and qualified, excepting only those officers elected in 1976, whereupon the mayor and the two 

councilmembers receiving the highest number of votes in the 1976 election shall serve for three 

years, with the remaining councilmembers elected in the 1976 election serving for two year 

terms. Town general elections for mayor, town council and issues affecting only the Town of 

Yankeetown shall be held the last Tuesday in February effective in the year 2009 and thereafter. 

Beginning in 2009, the mayor and one seat on the council originally represented by the 

councilmember elected in 1979 will be contested in even-numbered years and those three seats 

on the council represented by those councilmembers elected in 1978 will be contested on all 

odd-numbered years. The mayor shall be president and presiding officer of the town council, 

and shall vote as a member of the town council. And the council shall have the right and power 

to appoint one of their own members to act as mayor in the absence of the mayor or in case of 

death or disability. This amendment shall become effective immediately upon approval by a 

majority of the electors voting on this referendum question. Beginning in 2023, Pursuant to 

Florida Statutes Section 166.021, the date for elections general elections for mayor, town 

council and issues affecting the Town of Yankeetown shall henceforth be the first 
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Tuesday in April each year or as otherwise proposed and recommended by the Levy 

County Supervisor of Elections. The change shall take effect in April of the year 2023, 

and the terms of any affected electee or incumbent shall be modified accordingly, 

whether resulting in the shortening or extending of an otherwise prescribed term of 

office. 

 

SECTION 2. ELECTION PROCEDURES. The following election procedures are hereby 

adopted as Town Code Section 2-133 [new] and replace any prior election procedures 

contained in the code, ordinances, resolutions or policy, that are inconsistent or in conflict 

with the  following new election procedures: 

Town Code Section. 2-133 Election Procedures. 

The election procedures for the Town of Yankeetown are set forth below: 

(a) All Town elections shall be conducted according to the election laws of the State 

of Florida, except as otherwise lawfully provided by Town Charter or ordinance. 

(b) The Town Clerk is hereby confirmed and designated as the supervisor of all 

Town Elections. The Town Clerk is further authorized to make arrangements for the 

Levy County Supervisor of Elections to provide assistance, supervision, training, and 

advice in the administration of elections and election procedures. 

(c)  Each person seeking to qualify for nomination or election to the Town Council 

shall file qualification papers with, and pay the required fee, to the Town Clerk (or 

his/her designee) at any time after 12:00 P.M. of the first day of qualifying, and until 

12:00 P.M of the last day of qualifying, which shall be from the 71st day prior to the 

election to the 67th day prior to the date of the election. 

(d) Prior to any Town election, the Town Clerk, with the approval of the Town 

Council by majority vote, shall appoint three (3) persons qualified under Florida law to 
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serve as the Town Canvassing Board. The Town Attorney shall serve as legal counsel 

to the Canvassing Board. The Canvassing Board shall be responsible for (i) reviewing 

and determining by majority vote the validity of any absentee ballot which is questioned 

by the Town Clerk or properly challenged by a candidate or elector; (ii) ruling on any 

protest or question relating to the election process which cannot be resolved by the 

Town Clerk; and (iii) receiving, canvassing, and certifying the election results as 

provided by the Town Clerk to the Canvassing Board. The Town Clerk will be 

responsible for the scheduling of Canvassing Board meetings, which meetings will be 

conducted in accordance with Florida Statute Chapter 286. 

(c) The Canvassing Board shall be responsible for the certification of the 

election returns. 

(d)   The Town Clerk shall designate and appoint individuals as may be required to 

perform the duties of poll workers and election workers as set forth in applicable Florida 

statutes. All such individuals shall be trained in compliance with Florida statutes 

 
(e) The Town Clerk will be responsible for administering the vote by mail voting 

process as set forth in Fla. Stat. §101.62, et seq. To the extent practicable, the Town 

Clerk and the Canvassing Board shall perform the duties of canvassing vote by mail 

ballots in accordance with the procedures set forth in Fla. Stat. §101.68. 

 

SECTION 4. O A T H  O F  O F F I C E  A N D  A P P O I N T M E N T  O F  M A Y O R .   

The following election procedures are hereby adopted as Town Code Section 2-133 [new] 

as follows: 

Town Code Section 2-134.  O a t h  o f  O f f i c e ,  A p p o i n t m e n t  O f  M a y o r .  

Members of the Town Council elected at each election held as prescribed herein shall be 
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given the oath and take office on the second Tuesday of May following the election. At the 

first meeting held in May of every year, the Council shall elect by majority vote a member to 

serve as Mayor and another as Vice Mayor to serve for the year and until a successor shall 

have been appointed and assumed office. 

 

SECTION 5.  REPEAL OF ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, POLICY.  

Any ordinance in conflict herewith, to the extent of such conflict, is hereby repealed. 

SECTION 6. TERRITORY EMBRACED.  

All territory within the legal boundaries of the Town of Yankeetown, Florida, including all 

incorporated areas, shall be embraced by the provisions of this Ordinance. 

SECTION 7. SEVERABILITY.  

If any section, paragraph, provision or term of this Ordinance, or any portion thereof, shall be 

determined by a Court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such decision shall not otherwise 

affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance that were not declared to be invalid.  

SECTION 8. CODIFICATION. 

It is the declared intent of the Town Council of the Town of Yankeetown, and it is hereby provided 

that the provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made part the Code of Ordinances of 

the Town of Yankeetown, Florida.  To this end, any section or subsection of this Ordinance may 

be renumbered or re-lettered to accomplish such intention. The word Ordinance may be changed 

to section, article, or other appropriate designation. 
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SECTION 9. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon adoption. 

PASSED AND DULY ADOPTED, with a quorum present and voting, this _____ day of 

_____________, 2022. 

First Reading held on: _______________, 2022 
Second Reading held on:  _______________, 2022 
 
      TOWN OF YANKEETOWN, FLORIDA 
        
 
      By: ______________________________ 
      Mayor of Yankeetown 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Town Clerk 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 
 
  
_____________________________   
RALF BROOKES, Assistant Town Attorney 

 

 

 

 


