
  
 

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
YANKEETOWN TOWN COUNCIL 

AUGUST 1, 2022, AT 6:00 PM 
YANKEETOWN TOWN HALL 

6241 HARMONY LANE, YANKEETOWN FL 

 
Meeting Called to Order 
 

Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Public Comment or Announcement  
 Brandon Peters Florida House district 22 

Forest River residents speak on 50th street DRA.  
Agenda 
 

1. 7.1.22 Approve Minutes 
2.  Budget Hearing dates (8.22.22, 9.13.22) 

a.   
b.   

3. Fire Assessment Hearing Dates (8.22.22, 9.13.22) 
a.   
b.  

4. Resolution 2022-05 Withlacoochee Restoration Resolution 
5. Inglis Interlocal Agreements (Sheriffs and Animal Control) 
6. House Bill 59 Ballot Discussion 
7. Terminate Storm Drainage Committee 
8. U.S. Water rate increases  

 

Contract Item Account # Current Monthly Current 
Annual 

FY2023 
Monthly 

FY2023 
Annual 

O&M Budget 533.341 $7,327.32 $87,927.80 $7,620.41 $91,444.91 

Chemical Budget 533.361 $1,284.11 $15,409.36 $1,335.48 $16,025.73 

Testing & 
Sampling Budget 

533.577 $549.55 $6,594.58 $571.53 $6,858.36 
 

Customer Service 
Fixed Fee 

533.342 $2,344.74 $28,136.86 $2,438.53 $29,262.33 

Total  $11,505.72 $138,068.60 $11,965.95 $143,591.34 

 
9. WGP Barrier: 

a. The barrier was taken down by an unknown individual at an unknown time. The passive use 
guidelines of the Florida Communities Trust and the WGP conservation easement prohibit the 
use of recreational vehicles on the road.  

10. Request for Proposal for Attorney for Yankeetown 
11. Election Day change ordinance  
12. P&Z seat nomination 

 
Council Reports or Announcements 
 
Mayor Reports or Announcements 
 
Town Administrator Report or Announcements 
 
Public Comment or Announcement  
 
Adjournment 



 
Posted: 7.28.22 
William Ary Town Clerk, Administrator, Treasurer 

 
NOTICE TO PUBLIC 
One or more other Yankeetown elected or appointed officials may be in attendance at this meeting.  
All persons are advised that if they decide to appeal any decision made at the above referenced meeting, they will need a record of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, they may need to ensure that a verbatim record 
of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based, pursuant to Florida Statutes Section 286.0105. The requirements of this section do not apply to the notice 
provided in S. 200.065(3).  
Any handicapped or person with disabilities requiring reasonable accommodation to participate in this meeting should contact the Town Clerk at (352) 447-2511 at least 48 hours prior to the workshop so arrangements can 
be made pursuant to Florida Statutes Section 286.26.  Town of Yankeetown 6241 Harmony Lane, Yankeetown, Florida 34498 Web Site: http://yankeetownfl.govoffice2.com 

 
 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/STATUTES/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0200-0299/0200/Sections/0200.065.html


 

 

 
 

    REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
YANKEETOWN TOWN COUNCIL 

July 11, 2022, 6:00 PM 
YANKEETOWN TOWN HALL 

6241 HARMONY LANE, YANKEETOWN FL 
 
 
 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AT 6:00 PM 
 

 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Roll Call: 
Members Present: Mayor Eric Erkel, Vice Mayor Jeff St. John, Councilman Kerry 
Fuller, Councilman Eddie Redd, and Councilman Danny Pearson 
 
Audience: 8 
 
AREA RESIDENT COMMENTS OR ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Two candidates running for Property Appraiser and one candidate running for County 
Commissioner introduced themselves. 
The owner of a new art studio in Inglis introduced herself. 

 
   AGENDA 
 

1. Approve Minutes 6-6-2022 
Councilman Pearson made a Motion to approve the Minutes of 6-6-22. 
Councilman Fuller Seconded Motion. 
Councilman Pearson – Yay 
Councilman Fuller – Yay 
Councilman Redd – Abstain 
Vice Mayor St. John – Yay 
Mayor Erkel – Yay 
Motion Passed with 4 Yays / 1 Abstain 
 
2. Approve Minutes 7-1-22 
Vice Mayor St, John Made a Motion to Approve Minutes of 7-1-22. 
Councilman Fuller Seconded Motion. 
Councilman Pearson – Yay 
Councilman Fuller – Yay 
Councilman Redd – Abstain 
Vice Mayor St. John – Yay 
Mayor Erkel – Yay 
Motion Passed with 4 Yays / 1 Abstain 



 

 

 
3. Supervisor of Elections Speaks on Moving Elections to April 
Tammy Jones spoke about the towns in Levy County that have changed over to April 
elections.  
Fanning Springs and Yankeetown are the only towns that have not switched to April. 
Councilman Fuller Made a Motion to Adopt a Date. 
Councilman Pearson Seconded  
They stated that William Ary, Town Clerk, can set this up. 
Councilman Pearson – Yay 
Councilman Fuller – Yay 
Councilman Redd – Yay 
Vice Mayor St. John – Nay 
Mayor Erkel – Yay 
Motion Passed with 4 Yays and 1 Nay (St. John) 
 
4. Lynn LeFiles Water Forgiveness 
Councilman Fuller Made a Motion to refund Lynne LeFiles $33.47. This is the amount 
calculated based on the Water Forgiveness Policy for Yankeetown. 
Councilman Pearson Seconded Motion. 
Councilman Pearson – Yay 
Councilman Fuller – Yay 
Councilman Redd – Yay 
Vice Mayor St. John – Yay 
Mayor Erkel – Yay 
Motion Passed 5 Yays 
 
5. House Bill 59 Ballot Discussion 
Mayor Erkel stated that because of no information at this time, this item will be added to 
the next Council Agenda. 
 
6. Review Vacant Seat Applications 
Councilman Pearson Made a Motion to appoint Michelle Fuller to the BOT 
Councilman Redd Seconded Motion 
Councilman Pearson – Yay 
Councilman Fuller – Yay 
Councilman Redd – Yay 
Vice Mayor St. John – Yay 
Mayor Erkel – Yay 
Motion Passed with 5 Yays 
 
Vice Mayor St. John Made a Motion to appoint Diana Pearson to the Parks & Rec 
Committee 
Councilman Fuller Seconded Motion  
Councilman Pearson – Yay 
Councilman Fuller – Yay 
Councilman Redd – Yay 
Vice Mayor St. John – Yay 
Mayor Erkel – Yay 
Motion Passed with 5 Yays 
 
 



 

 

Vice Mayor St. John made a Motion to appoint Larry Feldhusen to the Strategic Planning 
Committee 
Councilman Fuller Seconded Motion 
Councilman Pearson – Yay 
Councilman Fuller – Yay 
Councilman – Redd – Yay 
Vice Mayor St. John – Yay 
Mayor Erkel – Yay 
Motion Passed with 5 Yays 
 
Councilman Redd Made a Motion to appoint Robert Kubistek to the Strategic Planning 
Committee 
Vice Mayor St. John Seconded Motion 
Councilman Pearson – Yay 
Councilman Fuller – Yay 
Councilman Redd – Yay 
Vice Mayor St. John – Yay 
Mayor Erkel – Yay 
Motion Passed with 5 Yays 
 
Vice Mayor St. John Made a Motion to appoint Randy Chubb to the Strategic Planning 
Committee 
Councilman Fuller Seconded Motion 
Councilman Pearson – Yay 
Councilman Fuller – Yay 
Councilman Redd – Yay 
Vice Mayor St. John – Yay 
Mayor Erkel – Yay 
Motion Passed with 5 Yays 
 
Councilman Pearson Made a Motion to appoint Helen Ciaella to the Strategic Planning 
Committee 
Councilman Pearson Seconded Motion 
Councilman Pearson – Yay 
Councilman Fuller – Yay 
Councilman Redd – Yay 
Vice Mayor St. John – Yay 
Mayor Erkel – Yay 
Motion Passed with 5 Yays  
 
Councilman Pearson Made a Motion to Appoint Cynthia Townsend to the Strategic 
Planning Committee 
Councilman Redd Seconded Motion 
Councilman Pearson – Yay 
Councilman Fuller – Yay 
Councilman Redd – Yay 
Vice Mayor St. John – Yay 
Mayor Erkel – Yay 
Motion Passed with 5 Yays 
 
 



 

 

7. Pet Waste Stations Discussed 
Discussion followed. 
Councilman Pearson Made a Motion to purchase 2 (two) dog disposal stations with a 
case of bags. 
Councilman Redd Seconded Motion 
Councilman Pearson – Yay 
Councilman Fuller – Yay 
Councilman Redd – Yay 
Vice Mayor St. John – Yay 
Mayor Erkel – Yay 
Motion Passed 5 Yays 
 
8. WGP Rental Rates 
Council discussed ideas.  This will be tabled at this time. 

 
9. WGP FWC Officer Site 
Discussion of the possibility of installing electric and hook up at the WGP for Law 
Enforcement to put a travel trailer there to use as an on-site office. 
 
10.  Audit Letter of Renewal 
Tabled, move to next meeting. 
 
 
 

AREA RESIDENT COMMENTS OR ANNOUCEMENTS  
Larry Feldhusen asked about Magnolia Ave being resurfaced. He also asked about 
Riverside Dr. getting resurfaced. 
Cynthia Townsend brought up the Air B&B’s in Yankeetown.   
 

 
MAYOR REPORTS OR ANNOUNCEMENTS 
No Report 
 
 

COUNCIL REPORTS OR ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Councilman Pearson submitted figures to Inglis in regard to Animal Control and Sherriff 
Department. Yankeetown wants to pursue before it is budgeted. 
Councilman Fuller talked about the water plant electric bill going up drastically. 
Vice Mayor St. John mentioned the P&Z Meeting tomorrow night. 
Councilman Redd – No Report 
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT OR ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Absent tonight 
 
ADJOURNMENT AT 8:50 PM 
 
Recording Secretary; 
 Linda Harrington 
 

 
 



RESOLUTION NO. 2022-05 
 

A RESOLUTION BY THE TOWN OF YANKEETOWN, FLORIDA, 
ESTABLISHING THE NEED FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION AND DIRECTION 
TO STATE REGULATORY AGENCIES TO RESTORE THE LOWER 
WITHLACOOCHEE RIVER 

 
WHEREAS, the Withlacoochee River defines Yankeetown’s border and discharges into 

state preserve waters located within the Gulf of Mexico and along the western border of the 
Town; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Lower Withlacoochee River has been declared an Outstanding Florida 

Waterbody, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Lower Withlacoochee River has seen significant degradation and 

impairment due to inadequate design and function of the Lake Rousseau containment 
structures - as determined in a multi-year water quality monitoring and environmental 
assessment study, as documented in the 2021 report, submitted by the non-profit organization 
Withlacoochee Aquatic Restoration (W.A.R., Inc); and  

 
WHEREAS, the waters of the state are a significant contributor to state  

and local economies; and  
 
WHEREAS, the waters of Levy County are critical to the well-being and prosperity of the 

people in nearby communities including Inglis and Yankeetown; and  
 

WHEREAS, the responsibility for the Lower Withlacoochee River’s impairments rests on 
the Federal Government's actions in construction of the Cross Florida Barge Canal 
 

WHEREAS the deficiencies in the Lake Rousseau containment structure and much of 
the impairment of the Lower Withlacoochee River can be remedied with modification to those 
containment structures 

 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by Town of Yankeetown, Florida, that the Town 
requests legislative action to improve the Lake Rousseau containment structures and restore 
the Lower Withlacoochee River. 
 
1. The Town of Yankeetown requests Federal and State Legislative action to direct and fund 
improvements to the Lake Rousseau containment structures and other projects 
necessary to restore the Lower Withlacoochee River. 
 
2. The Administrator is directed to forward a copy of this Resolution to 
Governor Ron DeSantis, Florida Senator Jennifer Bradley, Florida 
Representative Joe Harding, US. Senators Marco Rubio and Rick Scott, US. 
Representative Neal Dunn, Executive Director of the SWFWMD Brian 
Armstrong, and FDEP Secretary Shawn Hamilton 
 
3. This Resolution shall take effect upon adoption by the Town Council. 
 
 



DULY ADOPTED this ______ day of this ________________, 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Mayor Eric Erkel 
Town of Yankeetown Mayor 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2022- 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF YANKEETOWN, FLORIDA AMENDING 

THE TOWN CHARTER AND THE TOWN CODE OF ORDINANCES REGARDING 

ELECTIONS; CHANGING THE DATES OF TOWN ELECTIONS; CHANGING 

TERMS OF OFFICE NECESSITATED BY THE CHANGE OF ELECTION DATES; 

ADOPTING ELECTION PROCEDURES BY ORDINANCE; REPEALING PRIOR 

ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS AND POLICY; PROVIDING FOR TERRITORY 

EMBRACED, SEVERABILITY, CODIFICATION, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE 

WHEREAS, the Town of Yankeetown, Florida, (the "Town"), is a municipality 

organized and existing under the laws of the State of Florida; and 

WHEREAS, Section 166.031, Florida Statutes, provides a methodology for Charter 

amendments which would otherwise require a referendum vote; and  

WHEREAS, Section 166.021, Florida Statutes, provides that an amendment 

changing election dates and changing terms of office necessitated by such change may be 

accomplished without a referendum; and 

WHEREAS, the present Town Charter Sec t ion  3  provides that the Town's general 

election shall be held in February each year; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Council has determined that it should change the Town 

election dates to the first Tuesday of April each election year, and to change terms of office 

as necessitated by such change and adopt new election procedures 

WHEREAS, Pursuant to the statutory authority cited above, the Town has determined 

that it is in the best interest of the Town that the date for elections in and for the Town of 

Yankeetown shall be changed and shall henceforth be the first Tuesday in April each year 

or as proposed and recommended by the Levy County Supervisor of Elections. The change 

shall take effect in April of the year 2023, and the terms of any affected electee or incumbent 

shall be modified accordingly, whether resulting in the shortening or extending of an 

otherwise prescribed term of office and the Town Charter shall be amended beginning in 
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January 1, 2023. 

NOW THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Town Council of the Town of 

Yankeetown, Florida, as follows: 

SECTION 1. D A T E  O F  E L E C T I O N .  The Yankeetown Town Charter Section 3 

is hereby amended to delete the text shown as strikethrough and add the following language 

shown as underlined text: 

Town Charter Section 3. The corporate authority of said municipality shall be vested in 

a mayor (elected in even-numbered years) and four (4) councilmembers; a clerk-treasurer; and 

such other officers as may be provided. The said above named officers, except for clerk-

treasurer, shall be elected for a term of two years, and until their successors shall be elected 

and qualified, excepting only those officers elected in 1976, whereupon the mayor and the two 

councilmembers receiving the highest number of votes in the 1976 election shall serve for three 

years, with the remaining councilmembers elected in the 1976 election serving for two year 

terms. Town general elections for mayor, town council and issues affecting only the Town of 

Yankeetown shall be held the last Tuesday in February effective in the year 2009 and thereafter. 

Beginning in 2009, the mayor and one seat on the council originally represented by the 

councilmember elected in 1979 will be contested in even-numbered years and those three seats 

on the council represented by those councilmembers elected in 1978 will be contested on all 

odd-numbered years. The mayor shall be president and presiding officer of the town council, 

and shall vote as a member of the town council. And the council shall have the right and power 

to appoint one of their own members to act as mayor in the absence of the mayor or in case of 

death or disability. This amendment shall become effective immediately upon approval by a 

majority of the electors voting on this referendum question. Beginning in 2023, Pursuant to 

Florida Statutes Section 166.021, the date for elections general elections for mayor, town 

council and issues affecting the Town of Yankeetown shall henceforth be the first 



3 

 

Tuesday in April each year or as otherwise proposed and recommended by the Levy 

County Supervisor of Elections. The change shall take effect in April of the year 2023, 

and the terms of any affected electee or incumbent shall be modified accordingly, 

whether resulting in the shortening or extending of an otherwise prescribed term of 

office. 

 

SECTION 2. ELECTION PROCEDURES. The following election procedures are hereby 

adopted as Town Code Section 2-133 [new] and replace any prior election procedures 

contained in the code, ordinances, resolutions or policy, that are inconsistent or in conflict 

with the  following new election procedures: 

Town Code Section. 2-133 Election Procedures. 

The election procedures for the Town of Yankeetown are set forth below: 

(a) All Town elections shall be conducted according to the election laws of the State 

of Florida, except as otherwise lawfully provided by Town Charter or ordinance. 

(b) The Town Clerk is hereby confirmed and designated as the supervisor of all 

Town Elections. The Town Clerk is further authorized to make arrangements for the 

Levy County Supervisor of Elections to provide assistance, supervision, training, and 

advice in the administration of elections and election procedures. 

(c)  Each person seeking to qualify for nomination or election to the Town Council 

shall file qualification papers with, and pay the required fee, to the Town Clerk (or 

his/her designee) at any time after 12:00 P.M. of the first day of qualifying, and until 

12:00 P.M of the last day of qualifying, which shall be from the 71st day prior to the 

election to the 67th day prior to the date of the election. 

(d) Prior to any Town election, the Town Clerk, with the approval of the Town 

Council by majority vote, shall appoint three (3) persons qualified under Florida law to 
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serve as the Town Canvassing Board. The Town Attorney shall serve as legal counsel 

to the Canvassing Board. The Canvassing Board shall be responsible for (i) reviewing 

and determining by majority vote the validity of any absentee ballot which is questioned 

by the Town Clerk or properly challenged by a candidate or elector; (ii) ruling on any 

protest or question relating to the election process which cannot be resolved by the 

Town Clerk; and (iii) receiving, canvassing, and certifying the election results as 

provided by the Town Clerk to the Canvassing Board. The Town Clerk will be 

responsible for the scheduling of Canvassing Board meetings, which meetings will be 

conducted in accordance with Florida Statute Chapter 286. 

(c) The Canvassing Board shall be responsible for the certification of the 

election returns. 

(d)   The Town Clerk shall designate and appoint individuals as may be required to 

perform the duties of poll workers and election workers as set forth in applicable Florida 

statutes. All such individuals shall be trained in compliance with Florida statutes 

 
(e) The Town Clerk will be responsible for administering the vote by mail voting 

process as set forth in Fla. Stat. §101.62, et seq. To the extent practicable, the Town 

Clerk and the Canvassing Board shall perform the duties of canvassing vote by mail 

ballots in accordance with the procedures set forth in Fla. Stat. §101.68. 

 

SECTION 4. O A T H  O F  O F F I C E  A N D  A P P O I N T M E N T  O F  M A Y O R .   

The following election procedures are hereby adopted as Town Code Section 2-133 [new] 

as follows: 

Town Code Section 2-134.  O a t h  o f  O f f i c e ,  A p p o i n t m e n t  O f  M a y o r .  

Members of the Town Council elected at each election held as prescribed herein shall be 
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given the oath and take office on the second Tuesday of May following the election. At the 

first meeting held in May of every year, the Council shall elect by majority vote a member to 

serve as Mayor and another as Vice Mayor to serve for the year and until a successor shall 

have been appointed and assumed office. 

 

SECTION 5.  REPEAL OF ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, POLICY.  

Any ordinance in conflict herewith, to the extent of such conflict, is hereby repealed. 

SECTION 6. TERRITORY EMBRACED.  

All territory within the legal boundaries of the Town of Yankeetown, Florida, including all 

incorporated areas, shall be embraced by the provisions of this Ordinance. 

SECTION 7. SEVERABILITY.  

If any section, paragraph, provision or term of this Ordinance, or any portion thereof, shall be 

determined by a Court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such decision shall not otherwise 

affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance that were not declared to be invalid.  

SECTION 8. CODIFICATION. 

It is the declared intent of the Town Council of the Town of Yankeetown, and it is hereby provided 

that the provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made part the Code of Ordinances of 

the Town of Yankeetown, Florida.  To this end, any section or subsection of this Ordinance may 

be renumbered or re-lettered to accomplish such intention. The word Ordinance may be changed 

to section, article, or other appropriate designation. 
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SECTION 9. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon adoption. 

PASSED AND DULY ADOPTED, with a quorum present and voting, this _____ day of 

_____________, 2022. 

First Reading held on: _______________, 2022 
Second Reading held on:  _______________, 2022 
 
      TOWN OF YANKEETOWN, FLORIDA 
        
 
      By: ______________________________ 
      Mayor of Yankeetown 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Town Clerk 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 
 
  
_____________________________   
RALF BROOKES, Assistant Town Attorney 

 

 

 

 


