
 

 

Meeting Called to Order  

Pledge of Allegiance  

Attendance: 

Area Resident Comments or Announcements 

Agenda: 

1. Approve Minutes 
2. Bill Ekasala- Recently purchased Mr. Cunningham’s property and would 

like to propose a purchase of town property on Anchorage.  
3. Interlocal Municipal Election Agreement 
4. U.S. Water Proposals 

a. Pressure Transducer $4,500.59 
b. Rebuild RO Concentrate Pump $9,270.17 
c. Replace Actuators $40,721.16 
d. Replace Air Dryer on air compressor $2,722.43 
e. Replace level transducer $2,878.92 
f. Grand total $60,093.27 

5. Dumpster for Water Resource Park clean up.  
6. Fugate & Fugate Memorandum over Referendum.  
7. Payment of Sherri MacDonald Attorney fees.  

 

Council Reports or Announcements: 

Mayor Report or Announcements: 

Town Administrator Report or Announcements 

Area Resident Comments or Announcements 

Adjournment  

Regular Meeting Minutes 
Yankeetown Town Council 
January, 2023 At 6:00 P.M. 

Yankeetown Town Hall 
6241 Harmony Lane 

Yankeetown, Fl 



 

 

Meeting Called to Order  

Meeting Called to Order by Mayor Erkel at 6:00 PM 

Pledge of Allegiance  

Roll Call: 

Councilman Pearson 

Councilman Fuller 

Councilman Redd 

Vice Mayor St. John 

Mayor Erkel 

Attendance: 10 

Area Resident Comments or Announcements 

Agenda: 

1. Approve Minutes 
a. Motion by Vice Mayor St. John to accept the Minutes as is 
b. Second by Councilman Redd 

i. Councilman Pearson-yay 
ii. Councilman Fuller-yay 

iii. Councilman Redd-yay 
iv. Vice Mayor St. John-yay 
v. Mayor Erkel-yay 

2. Christmas Bonuses discussion 
a. Councilman Fuller begins the conversation that there is a sheet in the 

packet that shows the amount of money that William Ary has saved 
the town.  
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b. Councilman Fuller states that he would like to give Linda $1000 and 
William $2500. 

c. Councilman Redd states do not forget that this is tax payer money.  
d. The floor states that  
e. Motion by Councilman Fuller 
f. Second by Councilman Pearson 

i. Councilman Pearson-yay 
ii. Councilman Fuller-yay 

iii. Councilman Redd-yay 
iv. Vice Mayor St. John-yay 
v. Mayor Erkel-yay 

3.  64th and 67th street discussion 
a. The Town Administrator explains the m 
b. Motion by Councilman Pearson to cancel project as long as the 

engineering plans are paid and in hand.  
c. Second by Councilman Redd 

i. Councilman Pearson-yay 
ii. Councilman Fuller-yay 

iii. Councilman Redd-yay 
iv. Vice Mayor St. John-yay 
v. Mayor Erkel-yay 

4. Discussion of Referendum 
a. Town Administrator states that a few months ago a council member 

asked the Administrator to add the discussion of taking the 
referendum out of the Charter.  

b. The Council states they think this would be a good opportunity. 
c. The Floor states that they believe this would be a benefit to the town 

and Council.  
d. The Attorney states that he would get with the Administrator the 

process to make a charter Amendment 
5. Yacht Basin sealed bid packets.  

a. Shore builders bid was $269,925 
b.  Live Flyer bid was $585,817 
c. Council Would like to see if FWC would like to increase the grant 

amount 
d. Mayor Erkel would like to see if Shore builders can readjust the 

budget to meet our numbers.  



e. Send RFP to Fugate & Fugate 
6. Follow up on SafeBuilt discussion from last meeting and how we go 

forward. 
a. Ads are placed and we have received one applicant that does not 

currently hold the licensing but does have the background.  

Council Reports or Announcements: 

Councilman Pearson makes a statement that there is an issue with the gate at WGP 
continually gets damaged. Councilman Pearson states he would like the town 
Admin to purchase 2 game cameras.  

Mayor Report or Announcements: 

Town Administrator Report or Announcements 

Area Resident Comments or Announcements 

Adjournment  

Mayor Erkel Adjourns the meeting at 7:31 PM 





















MEMORANDUM 

FROM: Norm D. Fugate, Town Attorney 

TO: Town Council 

RE: Town Attorney Legal Opinion-Comp Plan Amendments-Voter Approval Requirement 

DATE: January 9, 2023 

 

This memorandum is in response to a request for a Town Attorney’s opinion regarding the Town 

Charter provision which requires that any amendment to the Town’s Comprehensive Plan which 

affects more than five parcels shall be subject to approval by the Town’s voters. 

Prior to 2011, Florida Statute allowed a municipality to require a voter referendum for 

Comprehensive Plan Amendments that affected five parcels or more.  Yankeetown had such a 

provision, pursuant to a Town Charter amendment adopted by Ordinance 2007-11 and Ordinance 

2010-02.  Copies of the two ordinances are attached as Attachments 1 & 2.  Only a handful of 

Florida municipalities had such a provision that required voter approval. 

In 2011, the legislature amended Sec. 163.3167 of the Florida Statutes to prohibit the adoption of 

any local voter referendum requirement for a Comprehensive Plan Amendment.  Concerned that 

the new statute might be applied to void the local referendum requirement, the Town of 

Yankeetown filed a lawsuit to declare that its local referendum requirement remained valid.  The 

lawsuit resulted in a 2012 legislative amendment to Sec. 163.3167 to provide that all local 

referendum requirements in existence on July 1, 2011 were grandfathered in.  A copy of the 

legislative analysis report relating to the amendment is attached as Attachment 3, hereto.  Pages 

3 and 4 of this report contain a very good historical background of voter approval requirements 

for land use action in Florida.   

As a result of the 2012 amendment to Sec. 163.3167, the Town’s current Charter provision 

which requires voter approval of Comprehensive Plan amendments appears to be valid. 

In Florida, a municipal Charter provision can only be amended or removed in three ways: (i) by 

legislative action; (ii) by final judicial action in a lawsuit challenging the provision; or (iii) by 

majority vote of the municipal electors to amend the Charter.  A proposed amendment to the 

Town Charter may be initiated by either the Town Council or by a petition from the Town 

voters.  The proposed amendment would be subjected to a referendum vote at either a special 

vote or on a regularly scheduled election date. 








